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What is PIRG?

• Nationwide student and consumer 

advocacy organization

• Employ organizers to work full-time on 

college campuses to train and develop 

students

• Tackle major social issues (in this case, 

higher education affordability
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About me

• UConn graduate

• 4 years as a student 

organizer

• 3 years in DC working 
on higher ed policy
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Background

• Average student debt

• Number of students with debt

• Number of students defaulting
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“In the ongoing nationwide debate about the rising 

cost of college, one of the most basic and direct 

costs to students is often overlooked: textbooks.”
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How expensive?
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How expensive?
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How expensive?

A side note on cost vs spending.
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Impact on students

• 65% of students 
report deciding 
against buying a 
renting a textbook 
because it was too 
expensive.

• 94% felt that doing so 
would impact their 
grade in a course
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Students reporting that textbook prices 

impacted how many/which classes they 

were able to take:
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Student Stories
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Alternatives and their limits

Used textbooks Rental textbooks

• Some cost savings for students

• Improve access

• Price is ultimately determined by price of new, print 
edition
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Digital & E-Textbooks

(and online content suites, etc)

• Could offer students a ton of benefits!

– Accessibility

– Affordability

– Interactivity/Customization
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Digital & E-Textbooks

(and online content suites, etc)

• What they usually end up offering 

students:

– Page printing restrictions

– Device use restrictions

– Expiring licenses

– Not that cheap!
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or, OER

• OER actually delivers on those things:

– Accessibility

– Affordability

– Interactivity/Customization
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or, OER

• OER actually delivers on those things:

– Accessibility

– Affordability

– Interactivity/Customization



The Student PIRGs

Make Change Happen.HigherEdPIRG@

Impact on Students
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Our work
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In the Media
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Grassroots Organizing
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Moving Forward

(a sampling)
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Moving Forward
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Moving Forward

• Up to you!
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Questions?

• My contact info:

Ethan Senack
esenack@pirg.org

@HigherEdPIRG

202-546-9707 x321


