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What is the MERLOT Content Builder?

• A quick and easy authoring system to create 
hosted learning materials (web pages and web 
sites) and reliably store them

• A way to ensure pedagogical context and wrap it 
around/develop a learning material

• Allows you to take content and create curriculum in 
a web page or web site



 Any MERLOT Member

 MERLOT membership and the Content Builder 
are both free!

 MERLOT hosts the web pages and sites you 
create

Who can use the Content Builder?



Sample Web Pages and Web Sites











How To Access the Content Builder





The Main Menu



Create a Web Page - Select a Template



 Content Builder web pages are constructed from a set of boxes that can be 
moved around as you develop the page(s)

 When building a web page, it is important to think about the ultimate layout 
in terms of the boxes

 Each box on the Content Builder web page illustrates some aspect of the 
work, as each box can be designed separately

 Web pages and web sites can be independently designed to contain 
text, graphics, colors (background, text) or embed a link to video. 

 Web pages can be linked together to create a web site. 

Creating a Web Page



Start Creating Your Web Page





Edit a Web Page

Move a Box

Add or Delete a Box

Add or Edit Text,
Images, and Videos

Add or Edit Files or Links



Adding Text to Your Web Page



Add a Document to Your Web Page



Add Images and Video to Your Web Page



Creating a Multipage Website Using Content Builder 
Web Pages: Web pages become a web site

 Web pages in Content Builder can be combined 
to create a web site

 Web sites have navigation (representing each 
web page created) 

 Navigation is defined to move between web 
pages – right, left or top of page



Creating a Multipage Website Using Content Builder 
Web Pages: Web pages become a web site









Now that you’ve created a page or site,
what can you do?

 Make your work public in Content Builder

 Share your work with other MERLOT members 

 Declare any Creative Commons license 

 Contribute your work to MERLOT

 Export your web pages (HTML or Common Cartridge)

 Search MERLOT for materials created with Content Builder



Use Advanced Search to find items 
created with the Content Builder

1,783 materials 
in MERLOT 



Help – User Guide
http://tinyurl.com/merlotcontentbuilder

Questions?

Barbra Bied Sperling
bsperling@calstate.edu

http://tinyurl.com/merlotcontentbuilder
mailto:bsperling@calstate.edu
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Showcasing Cooperation
Affordable Learning Solutions

– Cooperation across 23 campuses of the California State 
University serving over 460,000 students and 22,000 
faculty since 2010

California Open Online Education for 
Learning

– Cooperation across 146 California’s public higher education 
institutions serving about 3.2 millions students since 2013

MERLOT (Multimedia Educational 
Resource for Learning and 
Online Teaching)

– Cooperation across the world since 1997 



Textbook Affordability Affects 
Access to an Excellent CSU Education

CSU students pay more than $1,000 per year.

2012 Florida students’ responses to costs (survey)

Not purchase the textbook (64%) 

Take fewer courses (49%) 

Fail a course (17%) 



Enabling 
Ecosystems   

with policies, leadership, 
business models

Developing Demand                
with communications, training,  

professional development

Creating Capabilities                 
with convenient & affordable access to 

content (technology strategies)

Leveraging Content Providers 
Publishers--Libraries-- Academic Authors--
Open Education Resources  (CSU-MERLOT)

Affordable
Learning 
Solutions 
Strategy



• Alternative  Quality Content
• Tools & Technologies
• Policies, Marketing & Implementation Strategies

http://affordablelearningsolutions.org



Partnering With Publishers

http://als.csuprojects.org/rent_digital_etextbooks
http://als.csuprojects.org/rent_digital_etextbooks


 Choice:  Faculty have a wide choice of publishers and 
students can choose a digital rental or not

 Price: 60% off new print textbook prices and publishers 
choose the titles they will offer

 Marketing: CSU and vendors collaborating to raise 
awareness, comfort, and competencies in using digital 
textbooks

 Accessibility: Vendors will provide the CSU a roadmap 
for improving the accessibility of their eReaders

Agreement On 4 Key Areas



Co-Branding Program



CAMPUS MARKETING to faculty and students

http://als.csuprojects.org/rentdigital
http://als.csuprojects.org/rentdigital


CSU Tactics

 Cooperative planning 
and programs with 
CSU Bookstores

 Building collaborations 
between Academic 
Affairs and Bookstores

 Provide faculty 
professional 
development on using 
digital textbooks

 Campus outreach to 
improve student and 
faculty awareness of 
choices through your 
campus bookstore



Recent Results

 Total estimated saving from Rent Digital program
– 2013-14:  $1.78 Million
– 2014-15:  $2.92 Million

 Benefits to Digital Textbook Providers (2015)
– Barnes & Noble: Over 200% increase in units sold
– Follett: 66% increase in units sold
– Cengage: Over 100% increase in units sold

 Benefits to Campus Bookstores (2015)
– Fullerton:  90% increase in units sold
– Long Beach: 50% increase in units sold
– San Bernardino: 50% increase in units sold



Strengthening Partnership

 First year of Rent Digital – 2011: 4,500 textbook 
titles provide at 60% off new print price

 Today – Over 65,000 textbook titles are provided 
at 60% or more off new print price

 Improving marketing and outreach
 Improving convenience of transactions
 Improving reporting of  sales and benefits



Combining Global & Local Strategies

Shared System Services available to all CSU 
campuses

– Economies of scale lowers costs

– Consistency of services improves quality

Campus Initiatives leverage local leadership and 
resources 

– Builds on trusted culture 
and meaningful purposes 
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Campus AL$ Programs Reflecting 
Independence and Participation
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AFFORDABLE LEARNING 
SOLUTIONS 

AND 
LIBRARIES



Leveraging Libraries 



Naomi Moy:  Academic Resources Librarian 

2015-16:   359 of the 800+ faculty participated in 
the CSU Dominguez Hills Affordable Learning 
Solutions Program – led by the Library



Faculty Showcase

Faculty chose a 
Library ebook with 
multi-seat license 
for course textbook



Library Leadership Has Many Benefits

• Support print to digital transition for students 
and faculty with ICT Literacy support services

• Support collection building in disciplines that 
“demand” the resources

• Library as the “Learning Commons”
• Library as an innovative organization



Free and Open Resources

 Library resources are free for students but…
– They are not free for the institution and…
– They are not free to be used and shared in a variety 

of ways due to copyright

 Free and Open Educational Resources are another 
alternative to publishers’ and library books

– Free for students
– Free for institution
– Depending upon licensing, free to reuse, revise, 

redistribute, retain, and remix as you wish



Finding Free and Open 
Textbooks on AL$ program



AL$ OER Search Results
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www.merlot.org



Enabling 
Ecosystems   

with policies, leadership, 
business models

Developing Demand                
with communications, training,  

professional development

Creating Capabilities                 
with convenient & affordable access to 

content (technology strategies)

Leveraging Content Providers 
Publishers--Libraries-- Academic Authors--
Open Education Resources  (CSU-MERLOT)

Affordable
Learning 
Solutions 
Strategy



http://cool4ed.org

http://cool4ed.org/


State of California Legislature
Senate Bill 1052: CA OER council

State of California Legislature
Senate Bill 1053: COOL4ED

Accounting
Art History
Biology 
Business
Chemistry
Child Development
Communications
Computer Science
Economics
Education
English 
Electronic Media

Geography
History 
Kinesiology
Math
Music
Philosophy
Physics
Political Science
Psychology
Sociology
Spanish
Statistics

50 Courses



http://www.cool4ed.org

http://www.cool4ed.org/


Course descriptions and selected textbooks for those courses

http://www.cool4ed.org

http://www.cool4ed.org/


http://www.cool4ed.org

Peer-reviewed free or affordable textbooks

http://www.cool4ed.org/




http://www.cool4ed.org

Read details about faculty who have adopted open textbooks

http://www.cool4ed.org/






http://www.cool4ed.org

Finally, a resource to find open or affordable textbooks, and other 
open educational resources. 

http://www.cool4ed.org/


http://tiny.cc/findTextbook

Find an OER for your course.

Use the Find tool in COOL4ED to look for:
1) Open textbooks or,
2) other open educational resources.

h t t p : / / c o o l 4 e d . o r g

http://tiny.cc/findTextbook
http://cool4ed.org/


Information provided by the authors Information provided by others

h t t p : / / c o o l 4 e d . o r g

http://cool4ed.org/
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