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What is Open Education?



Why Open Matters Video

http://whyopenedmatters.org/video/67/why-open-education-matters/



Open Access to Learning 
Environments 

MITx, HarvardX, BerkeleyX, UTx

http://www.merlot.org
http://www.merlot.org
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://www.oercommons.org/
http://www.oercommons.org/
http://wikieducator.org
http://wikieducator.org
http://phet.colorado.edu/
http://phet.colorado.edu/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
http://wiki.creativecommons.org/Free_to_Learn_Guide
http://wiki.creativecommons.org/Free_to_Learn_Guide
http://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm
http://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm
https://www.udacity.com
https://www.udacity.com
http://dp.la
http://dp.la


Why Open Matters

The technology we use every day allows us to:

• share our own educational materials freely and 
extend our reach for teaching and educating 
others 

• find & reuse existing materials that meet our own 
instructional goals and the needs of our students

• build upon the works of others to enhance the 
quality of existing teaching and learning materials 



Open Educational Resources

Open Educational Resources (OER) are teaching, 
learning, and research resources that reside in 
the public domain or have been released under 
an intellectual property license that permits 
their free use and re-purposing by others. 

– The William and Flora Hewlett Foundation: 

http://www.hewlett.org/programs/education-program/open-

educational-resources
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Reusing Copyrighted Educational 
Content

• Copyright - the set of exclusive rights granted 
to the author or creator of an original work, 
including the right to copy, distribute and 
adapt the work 

• All Rights Reserved

• Must ask permission to reuse



Permissions Granted



Creative Commons Licenses



Public Domain in US

• Works registered or first published 
before 1923 

• There are other ways works arrive in 
the public domain
– http://copyright.cornell.edu/resources/publicdomain.cfm

– http://fairuse.stanford.edu/overview/public-
domain/welcome/ 



Free Access + Free Permissions

Free Access + Free Permissions - The 5 R’s
• Open licenses provides at least 2 kinds of permissions:

– Reuse – Permission to make and reuse exact copies
– Redistribute – Permission to share copies with others

• Open should  also provide these additional permissions:
– Revise – Permission to change, adapt, and alter the 

resource
– Remix – Permission to combine the OER with other 

materials to produce a new work
– Retain – Users have the right to make, archive, and “own” 

copies of the content

- David Wiley - http://opencontent.org/blog/
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• Increase Access

• Increase Affordability

• Increase Student Success

Why Open Matters
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