
What are OERs? Why are OERs and other types of affordable content important?

Affordable content 
beyond OERs

FREELY AVAILABLE

Most are legal to copy, adapt, and 
redistribute semester after semester.

OPEN

"Open" means openly licensed, 
meaning they are in the public 

domain or the copyright holder has 
abridged rights to eliminate barriers 

to access/use/derivative works.

CC LICENSED

Often contains a creative commons 
license. Check each resource for 

use rights.
creativecommons.org/licenses

A Quick Guide to Open Educational Resources (OERs)

LIBRARY SUBSCRIBED 
RESOURCES

Academic
Journal
Quarterly

OPEN ACCESS CONTENT

 Such as ScholarWorks@GSU
scholarworks.gsu.edu

Course materials are freely available 
on the 

FIRST DAY OF CLASS

INCREASES 
in Retention, Completion, and Grade 

Point Averages

COST SAVINGS
As of February 2018, $31.3 million 

dollars (projected) in textbook costs 
saved across the University System 

of Georgia.
affordablelearninggeorgia.org

Increases opportunities for creativity, 
collaboration and 

INNOVATIVE TEACHING 

OER Projects

REPLACE 
a high-cost textbook with a free 

textbook 

CREATE 
new course materials 

PUBLISH
an open textbook

REVISE 
existing OER to meet current needs

DEVELOP 
course templates 

based on OER to facilitate use

USE 
library resources in place of 

textbooks

We’re Here to Help!
Contact: Denise Dimsdale mdimsdale@gsu.edu,  Atlanta Campus.  

Mary Ann Cullen mcullen@gsu.edu,  Alpharetta Campus. 
Laura Carruth, lcarruth@gsu.edu, Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning.


