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1. List of Resources Used in the Textbook Transformation
We used Charles Stangor's Introduction to Psychology text (www.saylor.org/site/textbooks/Introduction to Psychology.pdf), available through The Saylor Foundation under a Creative Commons Attribution- Non Commercial- Share Alike 3.0 License.
No newly created course materials were used.
2.  Narrative
A.  Overall, our textbook integration experience was a success.  We incorporated the text into one section of PSYC 1101- Introduction to Psychology, amending the curriculum and lectures to accommodate the text.  For many students this was a gateway opportunity to learn about open-source materials while saving nearly $100 on textbook cost.  
We compared performance across two groups of students, one using an open-source, online text and one using a traditional paper text.  We found no differences between groups (see “Survey & Data Output” document).  These findings suggest that using an open-source, online text yields comparable performance rates as a traditional paper text.
Our experience using an open-source text was not without challenges.  At first we had difficulty selecting an appropriate introductory psychology text.  We decided on Stangor's Introduction to Psychology because it was a better fit for our students (i.e., appropriate format, reading level, topics) than the other online texts available at the time, but it was longer (783 pages) and had fewer images than many paper texts.  Further, adjusting to an online text was a challenge to the instructor, Dr. Grissett, due to perceived lack of accessibility during class time for the instructor and students. This relates to the final, and perhaps biggest challenge we found: most students did not have previous experience using online texts and may not have known how to successfully navigate and utilize these texts while studying.
B.    Because of the success of our experience, our department will be adopting an Open Stax open-source text in all introductory psychology and sociology classes with the assistance of a Round 2 ALG Textbook Transformation grant (Grant #102).  In addition Dr. Grissett is considering using open-source materials in upper-level courses (e.g., experimental psychology, health psychology).  During this transition we will offer more extensive instructions on how to use open-source, online texts, including accessing the text and utilizing highlighting, search, and notes functions.  
3.  Quotes
We asked students their opinions on using an open-source, online text through a closed-ended questionnaire (see document “Survey & Data Output.”)  We did not solicit open-ended responses, but below are three spontaneous quotes from students who used the online text:
“I personally struggle with the online (text) because I feel that it takes longer to get to the information rather than opening up a book to right what you read.”
“Table of contents (stated as strength of paper text)”
“You don't have to look it up everytime; it's already there (stated as strength of paper text).”
4. Quantitative and Qualitative Measures
We examined the effect of online, open-source text on student performance and satisfaction.  Here is a summary of our results.  (See detailed results in document “Survey & Data Output.”)
Course performance: Grades did not differ across the open-source, online text condition and the paper text condition.  

	Group
	Fail (N)   
	Withdraw (N)  
	Completion (%)
	Midterm Course GPA
	Final Course GPA

	Online
	7
	2
	94%
	2.24
	2.09

	Paper
	7
	1
	97%
	2.48
	2.22


* NOTE: Differences were not statistically significant.
Perceptions of open-source, online text: We asked students a series of questions about their perceptions of open-source, online texts.  There were several notable findings.  First, students using the online text were more likely to agree with the following statements than students using a paper text:
“I like the idea of the free online textbook.”
“I prefer using the free online textbook versus buying a traditional paper textbook for this course.”
“I like the idea of not buying a textbook for this course.”
“I would still like to have a traditional paper textbook to use in addition to the online textbook in this course.”

These findings suggest that a positive experience with an open-source, online text may positively influence students' perceptions about online texts.  Further supporting this claim, when students in both groups were asked “If given a choice between a traditional paper textbook and a free online textbook, which type of text do you prefer?” those in the Paper group were just as likely to say that they preferred the paper text as those in the online condition were to say that they preferred the online text.  That is, students preferred what they were given.  

However, those in the online textbook condition rated the visual appeal of the textbook (e.g., layout, colors, cover) lower than the paper condition rated the paper textbook.
5. Sustainability Plan
Our work with open-source, online texts will continue.  We are implementing a department-wide adoption of Open Stax introductory psychology and sociology texts in Fall 2015 with the help of a Round 2 ALG Textbook Transformation Grant (#102).  We will use our Round 1 experiences to inform our use of these open-source texts.
6. Future Plans
Our plans include the following:

· Dr. Huffman presented data from this project at the 2015 USG Teaching and Learning Conference in Athens.  

· The data is currently being analyzed and written  for publication in a peer-reviewed journal.  

· In August 2015 Dr. Grissett will be providing a university-wide workshop with the dean of the library, Ru Story-Huffman, about open-source materials.  As the university's Campus Champion for USG's ALG initiative, she will continue to provide resources and up-to-date information about open-source materials to faculty. 
7.  Description of Photograph
Students who used the open-source, online text are pictured at the front of  the classroom.
